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carried to his grave there was quite a thriving Russian colony
around a fort called after the Archangel Gabriel, now known as
Sitka, the town in which the formal transfer of Alaska from
Russia to America took place in the year 1867.

As far as energy and personal courage and reckless bravery were
concerned, these earliest Russian pioneers compared more than
favourably with the early American settlers. But the Asiatic con-

EASTERN SIBERIA

ception of Empire that still dominated the minds of those in power
in Moscow and St Petersburg prevented the normal development
of a region where riches of every sort awaited the men who would
know how to exploit them. Instead of developing the pastures and
the forests and the mines, Russia turned Siberia into a gigantic
gaoL
The first prisoners arrived during the middle of the seven-
teenth century, fifty years after Yennak had crossed the Urals, and
they consisted of priests who refused to say Mass according to the
orthodox formula and who were therefore sent to the banks of the